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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1953 


TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE 
BOROUGH  OF  HARWICH 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  perusal  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Health  Department  for  the  year  1953.  This  is  drawn 
up  in  accordance  with  tho  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1/54. 

The  main  part  of  the  Report  has  been  somewhat  abbreviated, 
in  order  to  include  two  appendices — one  giving  what  it  is  hoped 
may  be  interesting  extracts  from  the  Census  Report,  and  the 
second  a comprehensive  account  of  the  Flooding  of  parts  of  the 
East  and  East  Central  Wards,  on  February  1st,  1953 — drawn  up  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  record  the  help  given  by  Members 
of  the  Council,  and  also  the  assistance  from  the  Area  Health 
Committee,  the  Hospital  Board  and  similar  bodies.  Likewise  I 
wish  to  place  on  record  the  help  and  co-operation  of  the  Officials 
of  the  Borough,  and  the  continued  loyal  support  of  each  of  the 
members  of  the  Health  Department. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  ROLAND  HETHERINGTON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
Town  Hall,  HARWICH. 
1954. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  1953 

SECTION  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

AREA 


The  area  of  the  Borough  is  1,512  acres. 

The  Population  (census  1951)  was  14,069 
Estimated  (mid  1953)  ...  14,590 

No.  of  Dwellings  Occupied,  vacant  (1951)  3,602 
Rateable  Value,  £92,386 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate,  £349  13s.  3d. 

1.  LIVE  BIRTH  RATE 

M F Total 

Live  births,  legitimate  ...  94  112  206 

M „ illegitimate  ...  ...  6 4 10 

Total  live  births  ...  ...  100  116  216 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  14*8 

2.  STILL  BIRTHS  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY 

M F Total 

Still  births  2 2 4 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  0*27 
Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  births  18*18 
Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  ...  4 2 6 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one 
year  per  1,000  live  births  ...  27*8 

TABLE  I 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1953 


Cause  of 
Death 

Did  not 
Survive 
one  week 

Lived  over 
one  week  but 
less  than  four 
weeks 

Survived  one 
month,  died 
under  one 
year 

Total 

Prematurity 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Birth  injuries 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Malformations 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Bronchitis  and 
Pneumonia 

1 

1 

Gastro  Enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  causes 

— 

1 

— 

1 

4 

1 

1 

6 

2 


3.  DEATH  RATE 


M F Total 

Deaths  during  year  ...  ...  90  71  161 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated 
population  11*04 


The  principal  causes  of  death  during  the  year  were  : — 

Diseases  of  Blood  and  Circulatory  System  ...  ...  81 

(15,  17,  18,  19,  20  and  21) 

Cancer,  all  forms  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

(10,  II,  12,  13  and  14) 

Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  ...  17 

(23,  24  and  25) 


Tuberculosis,  all  forms  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

These  groups,  together  account  for  nearly  80%  of  all  the 
deaths  In  the  Borough. 


TABLE  I i 

Deaths  at  various  ages  during  1953 

Under  I year 

1 and  under  2 

2 and  under  5 
5 and  under  15 

15  and  under  25 
25  and  under  35 
35  and  under  45 
45  and  under  52 
55  and  under  65 
65  and  under  75 
75  and  upwards 


161 


2 

I 

6 

16 

30 

38 

61 
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I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 

10 

li 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 


TABLE  III 


Causes  of  Death 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  Disease 
Diphtheria  ... 

Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  Disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza 
Pneumonia  ... 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


M.  F.  Total 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

1 0 1 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

4 2 6 

2 0 2 

0 2 2 

0 0 0 

7 6 13 

0 0 0 

0 3 3 

II  14  25 

16  7 23 

0 0 0 

9 21  30 

1 2 3 

1 I 2 

3 I 4 

6 4 10 

2 I 3 

2 1 3 

0 0 0 

2 0 2 

I 0 I 

0 0 0 

I 0 I 

II  3 14 

0 0 0 

7 3 10 

3 0 3 

0 0 0 


90  71  161 
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TABLE  IV 


Vital  Statistics  (1952  and  1953) 


England  and 
Wales 

1952  1953 

Essex 

1952  1953 

Harwich 

1952  1953 

Birth  Rate  (o) 

15-3 

15-5 

14-5  ! 

14-8 

16-6  ! 

14-8 

Death  Rate  (o) 

11-3 

11-4 

10-0  1 

10-9 

9-0 

11-04 

I.M,  Rate  (b) 

Enteritis  and  Diar- 
hoea  under  2 years 

27-6 

26-8 

23-9  i 

24-3 

25-4 

i 

27-8 

of  age  (b) 

l-l 

l-l 

i 

Whooping  Cough  (c) 

2-61 

3-58 

2-78 

5-23 

i 0-0 

3-9 

Diphtheria  (c) 

0-01 

0-01 

0-00 

0-00 

! 0-0 

j 0-0 

Measles  (c) 

8*86 

12-36 

11-54 

12-79 

i 17-0 

1 5-5 

(o) — Per  1,000  civilian  population 

(b)  — Per  1,000  live  births 

(c)  — Notifications  per  1,000  home  population 


TABLE  V 

Vital  Statistics  for  1953  and  certain  previous  years 


Year 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Infant 

Mortality  Rate 

1940 

15-26 

12-67 

42-45 

1945 

1 21-78 

12-45 

36-86 

1946 

! 23-64 

12-89 

52-6 

1947 

24-2 

12-88 

28-0 

1948 

18-7 

lO-l 

47-0 

1949 

19-6 

10-05 

30-1 

1950 

15-3 

9-1 

8-1 

1951 

i 15-08 

10-07 

23-04 

1952 

16-6 

9-0 

25-42 

1953 

1 14-8 

11-04 

27.8 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA 


(a)  Staffing 

No  change  since  previous  year. 

(b)  Laboratory  Facilities 

No  change. 

(c)  Health  Services  provided  by  the  Essex  County 

Council  acting  as  Local  Health  Authority 

(I)  Ante  Natal  and  Post  Natal  Clinics. 

In  spite  of  difficulties  due  to  flood  damage  at  38,  Main  Road, 
the  clinic  functioned  throughout  the  year. 


Number  of  sessions 

52 

Number  of  expectant  mothers 

...  143 

Number  of  attendances 

...  297 

During  the  year  66  confinements  took  place  at  home  and  150 
in  Hospital.  Thus  69*4%  of  the  births  in  the  Borough  were 
hospital  confinements,  compared  with  64’4%  for  Essex  County  as 
a whole.  No  material  progress  can  be  reported  during  the  year 
as  to  the  provision  of  Maternity  accommodation  in  or  near  Harwich.  | 

(2)  Midwives  and  District  Nurses. 

No  change. 

(3)  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

ALL  SAINTS,  DOVERCOURT. 

Number  of  sessions  ...  ...  47 

Number  of  children  attending  ...  292 

Number  of  attendances  ...  1885 

38,  MAIN  ROAD,  HARWICH. 

Number  of  sessions  ...  ...  49 

Number  of  children  attending  ...  237 

Number  of  attendances  ...  1312 

The  help  given  throughout  the  year  by  Voluntary  helpers  has 
been  greatly  appreciated. 
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(4)  Health  Visiting. 

During  the  year  the  work  of  the  two  Health  Visitors  has  been 
extended  in  two  directions — (J)  greater  co-operation  with  the 
General  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  town,  to  the  mutual  benefit  of 
all  concerned,  (2)  visits  to  the  elderly  sick  and  enfeebled,  a service 
which  Is  greatly  appreciated. 

During  the  year  the  two  Health  Visitors  paid  3,940  visits  in 
addition  to  the  supervision  of  clinics  and  school  medical  inspection. 

(5)  Home  Helps. 

While  the  service  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year, 
the  opinion  has  been  expressed  in  several  quarters  that  there 
would  be  greater  efficiency  If  it  were  administered  locally. 

(6)  Provision  of  nursing  equipment  and  apparatus. 

No  change. 

(7)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

(a)  Vaccination.  During  the  year  only  76  young  children 
were  vaccinated — 34  at  the  L.H.A.  clinic  and  42  by  G.P’s.  It  is 
estimated  that  only  a third  of  the  infants  born  in  the  Borough  are 
protected  against  smallpox — a dangerously  low  proportion.  This 
is,  however,  slightly  better  than  in  1952,  and  the  persistant  per- 
suasive influence  of  the  H.V’s.  is  doubtless  having  effect.  One  of 
the  excuses  frequently  heard  is  that  the  father  has  had  so  many 
Inoculations  that  he  does  not  wish  his  infant  “to  suffer” — little 
does  he  realise  the  risk  run  by  his  unvaccinated  child. 

(b)  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough 
has  proceeded  throughout  the  year,  the  number  of  children  pro- 
tected being  : — 

(i)  Diphtheria  : Primary  dose 


At  L.H.A.  Clinics 

89 

By  General  Practitioners  ... 

77 

Total 

166 

Boosting  dose 

At  L.H.A.  Clinics 

84 

By  General  Practitioners  ... 

19 

Total 

103 

(il)  Whooping  Cough:  Primary  dose 

' 

At  L.H.A.  Clinics 

25 

By  General  Practitioners  ... 

1 

Total 

26 

Boosting  dose 

At  L.H.A.  Clinics 

— 

By  General  Practitioners  ... 

1 

Total 

1 
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(8)  Ambulance  Service. 

No  change. 

(9)  School  Heath  Service. 

As  the  result  of  flood  damage,  the  Bathside  School  premises 
were  out  of  action  until  19th  October,  1953,  the  children  being 
accommodated  in  military  buildings  on  the  Barrack  Field,  and  after 
llth  March,  1953,  partly  in  the  Main  Road  School.  Esplanade  I 
School  was  likewise  unuseable  until  until  9th  September,  1953;  the 
school  was  held  on  premises  belonging  to  Chafford  Special  School 
until  4th  February,  and  after  that  date  at  Parkeston  School.  It  was  ./ 
possible  to  reopen  Main  Road  C.P.  School  on  19th  October,  1953,  | 

as  the  damage  there  was  less  extensive.  St.  Joseph’s  R.C.V.P.  ' : 
School  was  extensively  damaged  and  the  scholars  have  been  accom-  . 
modated  in  rooms  at  the  Towers,  belonging  to  the  Harwich 
Secondary  Grammar  School. 

The  activities  of  the  School  Health  Service  were  completely 
disorganised  as  the  School  Clinic  premises  at  38,  Main  Road,  were 
under  eight  feet  of  water  for  over  a week.  When  the  water  sub- 
sided, leaving  an  accumulation  of  mud  and  rubbish,  It  was  found 
that  all  the  school  records  and  much  of  the  equipment  was  damaged 
beyond  repair.  The  School  Clinic  sessions  were  transferred  to  the 
Old  Isolation  Hospital,  259,  Main  Road,  Dovercourt. 

During  the  year,  in  spite  of  these  hardships,  It  was  possible  to 
carry  out  School  Medical  inspection  at  those  schools  not  involved 
in  flood  damage  and  on  a restricted  scale  the  children  of  the 
damaged  schools  were  also  Inspected.  739  children  were  submitted 
to  a full  routine  Inspection  and  645  had  a follow-up  examination. 
The  nutrition  of  the  children  is  indicated  by  the  following  figures. 

Nutrition  A (Very  good)  ...  220 

,.  B (Normal)  ...  372 

C (Poor)  ...  7 

(d)  Health  Services  provided  by  the  Hospital  Board 

(1)  Harwich  and  District  Cottage  Hospital. 

No  change. 

(2)  Tuberculosis  Service. 

This  has  operated  throughout  the  year  under  the  most  able 
supervision  of  Dr.  F.  Kellerman.  The  increase  In  notifications  of 
Tuberculosis  is  not  necessarily  indicative  of  a greater  incidence  of 
the  disease,  but  rather  of  the  improvement  in  methods  of  diagnosis,  i 
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Many  cases  have  been  diagnosed  in  the  early  stages,  when  the 
prospect  of  complete  recovery  is  good.  It  is  significant  that  earlier 
diagnosis  and  improved  methods  of  treatment  have  resulted  in  a 
definite  lowering  of  mortality. 


TABLE  VI 
TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1953 


! 

New  Cases  Notified 
During  Year 

Deaths  During 

Year 

Age 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1—5  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

5—15 

15—25 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35  

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—45  ...  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—55  

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55—65  

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over  ... 

Total 

8 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(3)  Venereal  Disease. 

This  clinic  has  continued  to  function  through  the  year  with 
approximately  the  same  degree  of  activity  as  in  1952. 
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SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS 


Owing  to  the  general  disorganization  due  to  the  flood,  there 
are  no  available  statistics  In  respect  of  the  sub-headings  of  this 
section.  In  spite,  however,  of  considerable  handicaps  the  work  of 
the  department  proceeded  reasonably  smoothly. 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING 


Erection  of  New  Houses 


The  following  table  covers  the  period  from  the  cessation  of 
hostilities  ; 


1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Total 

Erected  by  Council 

— Houses 

10 

39 

17 

63 

31 

27 

29 

47 

263 

— Flats 

36 

26 

4 

12 

78 

Erected  by  Private 
Enterprise — Houses 

— 

12 

10 

5 

9 

9 

5 

31 

81 

10 

51 

27 

68 

76 

62 

38 

90 

422 

During  the  year  some  small  degree  of  progress  was  made  In 
the  provision  of  houses  for  people  living  in  overcrowded  conditions. 
This  was  of  necessity  much  hampered  by  the  loss  of  a large  amount 
of  housing  accommodation  in  the  flooded  parts  of  the  East  Ward. 

It  was  not  possible  to  effect  any  material  progress  in  dealing 
with  insanitary  houses  and  the  time  is  rife  for  a comprehensive 
survey  of  the  housing  conditions  generally,  especially  in  the  older 
parts  of  the  East  and  East  Central  Wards. 
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SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Inspection  of  Food-shops  and  Bakehouses  was  carried  out 
during  the  year.  Detailed  returns  are  not  available.  The  inspec- 
tion of  factories  in  respect  of  those  sections  of  the  Factories  Act 
inforcable  by  the  Local  Authority  was  also  performed  during  the 
year. 
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FACTORIES  ACT  — INSPECTIONS 
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i.e.  Electrical  Station  (Section  103  (I)  ).  Institutions  (Section  104)  and  sites  of  Building 
Operations  and  Works  of  Engineering  Construction  (Section  107  and  108). 


TABLE  VIII  FACTORIES  ACT  — DEFECTS 
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Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including  offence 
relating  to  Outwork) 


SECTION  F 


Notifiable  Infectious  Disease 


Once  again  there  was  no  serious  outbreak  of  any  of  the 
notifiable  infectious  diseases  during  the  year.  Measles  followed 
the  usual  tendency  to  a biennial  Incidence,  and  once  again  there 
were  no  cases  with  a fatal  result. 

The  number  of  notified  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  was  higher 
than  for  some  years,  but  the  infection  was  In  general  of  a somewhat 
milder  virulence.  It  was  noted  that  children  who  had  been  immu- 
nised before  the  onset  of  the  disease  were  less  severely  affected. 

In  August  there  were  two  isolated  cases  of  Anterior  Poliomy- 
elitis (one  of  which  proved  fatal). 

Four  cases  of  Typhoid  and  four  of  Dysentery  were  notified. 
In  none  of  these  was  there  evidence  to  suggest  the  Flood  as  a con- 
tributory cause,  though  several  of  the  afflicted  were  Involved  in  that 
catastrophy. 

The  two  cases  reported  of  Food  Poisoning  were  in  young 
children  and  were  isolated  instances. 

Otherwise  the  year  passed  without  anything  untoward. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1953 
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Scarlet  Fever  
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Acute  Polio  Encephalitis 

Measles  ...  ...  

Diphtheria  

Acute  Pneumonia  

Dysentery  

Smallpox  ...  

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 

Paratyphoid  Fever  

Erysipelas  

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Infective  Jaundice  

Food  Poisoning ... 

16 


MONTHLY  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  DURING  1953 
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Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 
Infective  Jaundice 
Food  Poisoning  ... 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  TUBERCULOSIS  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE 

PAST  TEN  YEARS 

(Figures  in  parenthesis  indicate  Number  of  Deaths  during  each  year) 
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METEOROLOGICAL  — STATISTICS  1953 


The  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  Meteorological  Statistics: — 


TABLE  XII 

SUNSHINE  AND  RAINFALL,  1926—1953 


Year 

, Sunshine  Hours 

Rainfall  Inches 

1926 

1625.1 

20.78 

1927 

1551.6 

20.57 

1928 

1906.8 

24.50 

1929 

1816.2 

22.80 

1930 

1726.5 

23.65 

1931 

1614.3 

17.35 

1932 

1473.6 

19.52 

1933 

1908.4 

15.67 

1934 

1792.0 

19.57 

1935 

1910.0 

24.75 

1936 

1617.4 

23.39 

1937 

1554.1 

27.50 

1938 

1780.9 

27.50 

1939 

1773.7 

29.92 

1940 

1816.5 

20.76 

1941 

1426.5 

22.14 

1942 

1631.0 

23.70 

1943 

1858.5 

16.65 

1944 

1649.0 

22.74 

1945 

1584.3 

19.77 

1946 

1701.9 

25.92 

1947 

1853.8 

19.39 

1948 

1750.8 

18-67 

1949 

1930.6 

17.83 

1950 

1649.8 

22.87 

1951 

1684.5 

28.11 

1952 

1722.7 

24.32 

1953 

1530.7 

15.61 
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TABLE  XIII 


TEMPERATURES 


MEANS 

HIGHEST 

LOWEST 

MONTH 

Dry 

Wet 

Max. 

Min. 

Max. 

Min. 

Max. 

Min. 

January  

37.2 

36.8 

41.0 

33.0 

56 

45 

34 

29 

February 

39.2 

38.5 

44.5 

34.0 

56 

48 

34 

26 

March  

40.8 

39.5 

47.4 

34.3 

65 

48 

33 

27 

April  

47.5 

44.9 

52.3 

40.6 

57 

46 

47 

35 

May  

57.5 

53.7 

62.8 

47.9 

76 

61 

53 

37 

June  

59.2 

56.5 

60.1 

51.6 

78 

59 

54 

42 

July  

63.6 

59.5 

68.0 

54.0 

76 

60 

61 

50 

August  

64.4 

60.9 

70.2 

52.3 

77 

65 

64 

48 

September 

59.4 

58.5 

65.5 

51.4 

74 

58 

60 

43 

October 

52.5 

52.5 

63.5 

4.70 

72 

57 

53 

37 

November 

48.4 

46.8 

52.0 

43.0 

57 

51 

43 

36 

December 

45.5 

46.4 

49.0 

42.0 

58 

51 

42 

34 

TABLE  XIV 

BRIGHT  SUNSHINE 


Hours 

Daily  Average 

Number  of 
Sunless  Days 

January  

32.0 

1.03 

18 

February 

48.1 

1.71 

9 

March  

112.2 

3.6 

9 

April  

171.6 

5.72 

3 

May  

252.4 

8.14 

2 

June  

150.3 

5.01 

2 

July  

185.6 

5.98 

3 

August 

225.1 

7.26 

1 

September  

187.1 

6.23 

1 

October 

83.9 

2.7 

8 

November  

52.8 

1.7 

13 

December  

29.6 

.09 

19 
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TABLE  XV 


RAINFALL 


Total  Fall  i 
in  inches  j 

Greatest  fall 
in  24  hours 

Date 

January  

.63  j 

.25 

5th 

February 

1.00  1 

.36 

9th 

March  

.23  1 

.10 

30th 

April  

2.08 

.65 

30th 

May  

1.44 

.56 

27th 

June  

1.75 

i .57 

21st 

July  

2.92 

! .64 

31st 

August 

1.22 

.33 

19th 

September  

1.18 

.34 

22nd 

October 

1.46 

.49 

27th 

November  

.90 

.26 

Ist  & 3rd 

December  

.80 

.19 

1 14th  & 31st 
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APPENDIX  I 


The  1953  Flood  in  Harwich 


1.  Historical. 

2.  Extent  of  Damage. 

3.  Prevention  of  Possible  Outbreak  of  Infectious 

Disease. 

4.  Utility  Services. 

5.  Accommodation  of  Homeless. 

6.  Assistance  given  During  the  Time  of  Calamity. 

7.  Financial  Aspect. 

8.  Prevention  of  Flooding  in  Future. 

9.  Field  Estate  Flooding. 

10.  Addendum. 
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I.  HISTORICAL. 


On  the  night  of  31st  January/! st  February,  1953,  the  east  coast 
of  England  experienced  the  highest  tide  known  since  accurate 
records  have  been  taken. 

The  predicted  time  of  high  water  at  Harwich  was  52  minutes 
past  midnight,  with  a height  of  12*1  feet.  This  height  was  reached 
some  two  hours  early  and  the  tide  continued  to  flow  until  34 
minutes  past  midnight,  at  which  time  a second  tidal  wave  surge 
came  in.  The  estimated  height  of  each  tidal  surge  was  four  feet. 

The  force  of  the  wind  that  night  as  recorded  at  Felixstowe 
Air  Station  was  between  47  and  81  miles  per  hour  from  the  north- 
west. 

Flooding  commenced  some  time  before  midnight  and  was 
followed  by  the  two  tidal  wave  surges  as  before  stated.  Flooding 
then  became  complete  as  indicated  on  the  enclosed  map. 

The  highest  level  to  which  the  tide  rose  was  13*50  feet  Newlyn 
Datum  and  is  shown  here  graphically 


Newlyn  Datum 


Height  of 

16 

.50' 

Bathside  wall 

Height  of 

13 

.50' 

Flood 

Height  of 

5 

7. 

.52' 

98' 

Tide  Predicted 

Lowest  Level 

2 

.81 ' 

In  flooded  area 

Ground  levels  of  the  area  which  was  under  flood  varies 
between  I3*6lft.  and  2*8lft.  and  was  contained  by  Stour  Road  on 
the  north  and  the  higher  ground  to  the  east,  south  and  west. 

In  the  case  of  the  area  coloured  light  blue  on  the  map  this 
was  free  of  flood  water  at  ground  level  on  the  first  ebb  tide  leaving 
only  the  cellars  flooded  ; this  was  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
flushing  valves  on  the  sewers  at  the  end  of  Church  Street,  Kings 
Head  Street,  Eastgate  Street  and  Kings  Quay  Street  bad  been 
opened  as  soon  as  the  tide  ebbed  from  the  road  surface  on  Harwich 
Quay,  on  1st  February,  These  valves  continued  to  take  by  gravi- 
tation much  of  the  flood  waters  from  the  contained  area;  indeed 
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they  were  in  continual  use  at  ail  suitable  states  of  the  tides  until 
such  time  as  the  level  In  the  sewers  returned  to  normal  on  12th 
February. 

Both  surface  drainage  and  sewage  in  this  area  is  normally 
dealt  with  by  the  Pumping  Station  in  Fernlea  Road,  Harwich.  This 
station  was  completely  submerged  and  out  of  action  for  five  days. 
Four  of  the  six  pumps  are  electrically  driven. 

As  soon  as  flood  level  dropped  sufficiently  to  allow  boats  to 
enter,  steps  were  taken  to  jury  rig  the  pumps  and  in  the  case  of 
120,000  gallon  per  hour  electric  pump,  a portion  of  the  external 
wall  was  demolished  and  the  pump  driven  by  a farm  tractor  (photo. 
No.  21).  The  petrol  driven  pumps  were  back  in  operation  as  soon 
as  the  flood  level  dropped  below  the  crank  cases.  The  work  of 
getting  these  pumps  back  Into  operation  was  due  In  no  small 
measure  to  the  co-operation  of  the  Electricity  Board  and  Messrs. 
G.  K.  Cann. 

From  the  2nd  February  portable  pumps  were  put  into  operation 
on  Stour  Road,  Harwich  (photo.  No.  22)  together  with  several 
pumps  of  the  Fire  Service  and  on  the  6th  the  level  of  the  flood  was 
pumped  out  to  ground  level  throughout  the  flooded  area.  It  was  a 
further  6 days  before  the  level  in  the  sewers  returned  to  normal. 

Further  pumps  were  used  after  the  flood  level  had  receded 
below  road  level,  one  at  the  junction  of  Ferndale  Road  and  Main 
Road  where  the  valves  which  had  been  fitted  to  the  Pumping 
Station  rising  mains  as  an  A.R.P.  measure  during  the  war  were  able 
to  be  brought  into  use  by  portable  pump  suction  in  the  manhole 
on  the  sewer  from  Harwich  and  the  delivery  from  the  said  pump 
being  connected  to  the  A.R.P.  valve  on  the  rising  main.  This  pump 
continued  in  operation  until  the  Fernlea  Road  Pumping  Station  was 
finally  repaired  and  in  full  working  order.  Sludge  pumps  and  cess- 
pool emptying  machines  were  made  use  of  at  the  pumping  station 
for  the  removal  of  excessive  sludge  and  grit.  As  a point  of  interest 
see  Photo.  No.  23,  Frogmen  had  endeavoured  to  open  this  valve, 
without  success,  while  the  area  was  flooded. 

Previous  to  flooding  the  attendant  at  the  Fernlea  Road  Pump- 
ing Station  had  pumped  out  ail  sewage  as  far  as  was  possible  so  as 
to  be  ready  to  take  any  flood  water  that  might  come  (not  expect- 
ing the  amount  that  did  arrive).  Thus  the  whole  of  the  drainage 
system  filled  up  at  practically  the  same  moment  and  due  to  the 
fact  that  on  the  whole  of  the  system  there  were  no  ventilating 
shafts  to  the  sewers,  the  trapped  air  had  to  force  its  way  out  of 
gullies,  W.C.  pans,  manholes,  etc. 
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It  was  due  to  this  fact  and  the  extreme  air  pressure  which  was 
set  up  in  the  drainage  system  that  considerable  damage  was  done 
to  many  house  drains. 

Long  before  daylight  the  appropriate  departments  of  the 
Council  under  their  Chief  Officials  prepared  schemes  for  dealing 
with  the  various  problems  which  dawn  might  reveal.  Valuable 
assistance  was  forthcoming  from  the  Local  Police,  Trinity  House, 
Royal  Navy,  Army,  Local  Fishermen,  and  numerous  other  local 
Inhabitants. 

The  Borough  Council  held  a Special  Meeting  at  the  Hotel 
Alexandra,  Dovercourt,  at  2 p.m.,  on  Sunday,  1st  February,  when 
all  Chief  Officials  were  given  carte  blanche  to  “ get  on  with  the  job”. 

Access  to  the  affected  parts  of  Harwich  (including  Bathside) 
by  the  Main  Road  was  impossible  until  some  five  days  later.  The 
only  way  of  approach  was  by  way  of  the  sea  wall  past  the  Low 
Lighthouse,  and  thence  by  a sleeper  track  over  Harwich  Green  to 
Wellington  Road.  As  soon  as  the  early  morning  light  was  sufficient 
to  make  rescue  efforts  possible,  the  evacuation  of  the  inhabitants 
was  commenced,  small  boats  of  various  types  being  used,  together 
with  road  vehicles.  Some  of  the  homeless  were  able  to  go  direct 
to  relations,  but  most  of  the  remainder  were  directed  to  the  Drill 
Hall  In  Barrack  Lane,  which  was  used  as  a clearing  station.  Here 
I names  and  addresses  were  recorded  and  warm  drinks  and  food 
supplied.  Those  who  were  suffering  from  shock  or  the  effects  of 
I exposure,  were  taken  to  the  local  hospital  while  some  of  the  elderly 
and  Infirm  homeless  were  admitted  to  Heath  Hospital,  Tendring. 

I When  It  was  realised  that  the  water  which  had  come  In  with 

1 the  tide  was  not  receeding  as  at  first  anticipated,  an  approach  was 
' made  to  the  Army  Authorities  at  the  Embarkation  Establishment 
1 and  accommodation  was  readily  provided  some  300  Individuals  in 
I the  Transit  Camp. 

I It  Is  a matter  of  deep  regret  that  eight  persons  lost  their  lives 

i in  the  flood — a young  mother  with  her  Infant  child,  and  six  more 
j elderly  persons  of  whom  some  were  semi-invalids,  or  confined  to 
I bed.  Doubtless  there  were  others  whose  lives  were  shortened  as 
I a result  of  their  harrowing  experiences,  but  of  these  there  is  no 
I accurate  information. 


2.  Extent  of  Damage. 

Harwich  suffered  in  three  ways  from  damage  by  flood  : — 
I.  By  simple  flooding.  (Photos.  Nos.  I,  2,  3,  4). 
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2.  Damage  by  wave  action.  (Photos.  Nos.  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10, 
II,  12,  13.  14). 

3.  By  infiltration  into  the  sub-soil,  much  of  the  sub-soil  In  the 
flooded  area  being  sand.  (Photos.  Nos.  15,  16,  17,  18,  19,  20). 

Some  300  properties  were  damaged,  at  Bathside,  Harwich, 
Lower  Dovercourt,  and  Field  Estate.  Every  house  which  was  con- 
sidered unfit  for  habitation  was  posted  with  a notice  to  that  effect 
and  recorded. 

When  later  it  was  possible  to  carry  out  a detailed  inspection 
of  the  area,  the  Sanitary  inspectors  unanimously  decided  to  advise 
that  36  properties  were  damaged  to  such  an  extent  that  it  would 
be  Impracticable  to  attempt  a restoration.  With  this  view,  how- 
ever, tne  Assessors,  appointed  by  The  Lord  Mayor’s  Fund  did  not 
agree.  Only  time  can  decide  whether  this  decision  was  justified. 
(See  Addendum). 

Not  only  were  the  properties  themselves  damaged,  but  there 
was  extensive  loss  of,  and  damage  to,  furniture  and  other  personal 
belongings.  There  was  complete  dislocation  of  the  utility  services. 

Quantities  of  foodstuffs  in  shops  In  the  area  were  either  lost 
or  had  to  be  candemned,  as  this  list  indicates  : — 


Tinned  Vegetables 
Tinned  Meat  ... 
Biscuits 

Dried  Fruit  ... 
Pickles 

Sponge  Cake  ... 
Tinned  Fruit  ... 
Flour 


Confectionery 

Vegetables 

Meat 

Sugar 

Butter 

Margarine 

Lard 

Cheese 

Cooking  Fat 

Bacon 

Tea 


Tons 


2 


7 


Cwts. 

2 

5 

2 


10 

5 
3 

6 


3 

14 


2 

10 


7 


Qrs.  Lbs. 

3 13 

2 

0 I 

0 25 

1 21 

0 16 

3 13 

3 8 

2 10 

2 25  I 

0 28  I 

2 6 

1 5 { 

3 6 I 

0 23  ? 

0 20  I 
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Main  Road  at  the  junction  of  Station  Road,  Harwich,  Station  Yard,  George  Street,  West  Street  and  Wellington  Road. 
In  the  foreground,  Messrs.  Bernard’s  Factory.  Taken  2nd  February,  1953. 


nam  Koad,  Dovercourt  at  Main  Road  School,  on  the  1st  February, 
1953.  Note;  Level  has  receded  due  to  the  valves  on  the  sewers  on 
Harwich  Quay  being  open. 


3.  Rescue  operation,  Fernlea  Road  junction  with  Alexandra  Road 
1st  February,  1953.  Note:  Flood  level  has  receded  by  2-ft.  9-in.’ 


5.  Dovercourt  Station,  down  platform.  Taken  1st  February,  1953 


6.  Railway  embankment  approaching  the  Hangings,  Dovercourt. 


7.  Bathside  Mud  Wall  looking  towards  Parkeston.  Taken  2nd 

February,  1953. 


8.  Deck  of  Harwich  Pier,  1st  February,  1953. 


10.  Flank  wall,  19  Coke  Street,  Bathside. 


II.  15,  17,  19  Alexandra  Street,  Bathside,  View  of  the  backs  from  Ingestre 

Street. 


12.  Rescued  persons  being  transferred  to  Army  Transport  in  Alexandra 
Road,  Dovercourt,  1st  February,  1953. 


13.  45  Stour  Road  at  junction  with  Maria  Street,  Bathside. 


14.  Washed  in  debris,  junction  of  Albert  Street  and  Alexandra  Street, 
Bathside,  on  4th  February,  1953. 


15.  Inside  the  lower  cellar  entrance  Government  House  Flats^ 
Wellington  Road. 


16.  32  King’s  Quay  Street.  Floor  washed  out  under  party  wall  by 

infiltration  through  sub-soil  of  flood  waters. 


17.  Rear  of  10-20  Maria  Street,  Bathside. 


19.  Flood  of  the  Wellington  Inn,  King’s  Quay  Street,  washed  away  by 
the  infiltration  of  sub-soil  of  flood  waters. 


,20.  Government  House  Flats,  Wellington  Road.  Entrance  to  a cellar 

below  a cellar. 


T 


22.  One  of  the  portable  100,000-gall,  pumps  at  work  at  the  basement  of 
51  Stour  Road  on  the  3rd  February,  1953. 


21.  Heavy  Duty  Farm  Tractor  driving  120,000-gall.  pump.  Note;  Drive 
is  taken  on  the  pulley  between  the  pump  and  flood  damaged  electric 
motor.  This  tractor  drove  the  pump  continuously  for  15  days. 
Taken  8th  February,  1953. 
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Salt 

Cereals 

Herbs 

Frozen  Foods  ... 

Beverages 

Bread 

Preserves 

Custard  Pov/der 

Soups 

Essence 

Tinned  Fish  ... 
Gravy  Powder 
Tinned  Milk  ... 
Syrup 
Fish 


8 

10 

3 
5 

5 

4 
3 


2 

4 

2 


18  16 


1 

3 

3 

2 
0 

1 

2 
0 
3 

2 

0 

2 

2 

3 

2" 


12 

17 

22 

5 
19 

1 

25 

6 
6 
6 
3 

14 

0 

2 


Eggs  : 71  dozen 

3.  Prevention  of  possible  outbreak  of  Infectious  Disease. 

As  the  waters  receded,  every  surface,  on  walls,  roads,  gardens, 
and  within  all  houses  was  left  with  up  to  two  inches  of  sticky  slime 
and  mud.  This  on  analysis  contained  : — 

Report  on  Slime  and  Sludge  samples  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  : 

Result  of  Analysis 


Taken  on  2nd  March,  1953,  from  51,  Fernlea  Road,  Harwich. 
Appearance  : Grey-brown  Clay 

Odour  : Musty 

Moisture  : 50% 

Analysis  of  dry  sludge  : Loss  of  ignition  (organic  matter  = 

Bacteriological  Examination 


19%) 


Presumptive  Coli-aerogenes 

Reaction  : Present  in  : 0.000 1 gm. 

Absent  from  : O.OOOOIgm. 

Probable  number  per  gm.  25.000 

Bact.  coli  Type  1 

Present  in  : O-OOOIgm. 

Absent  from  : O-OOOOIgm. 

Probable  number  per  gm.  : 25*000 
Ci.  welchii 

Present  in  : 0*000lgm. 

Absent  from  : 0*0000 1 gm. 

These  results  show  the  material  to  be  severely  polluted  by 
sewage.  (Signed)  Roy  C.  Heather. 
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When  the  effect  of  pumping  fiad  somewhat  reduced  the  level 
of  water,  it  was  seen  that  the  whole  of  the  Bathside  area  had 
received  severe  damage,  and  that  for  health  reasons  and  to  prevent 
looting  that  the  whole  area  should  be  sealed  off.  This  was  done 
by  the  Military  Authorities  by  placing  barbed  wire  from  Stour  Road 
to  Dovercourt  Station,  the  only  entrances  being  at  the  Alexandra 
Road  Crossing  and  at  the  Gas  Works. 

Practically  every  W.C.  connection  In  the  Bathside  area  had  to 
be  sealed  off  as  soon  as  the  water  was  pumped  out,  as  In  nearly 
every  case  the  W.C.  building  had  been  washed  away  by  the  wave 
action  of  the  flood. 

All  rolling  stock  of  this  Authority  was  submerged  in  the 
Garage  at  the  Pumping  Station,  and  in  so  far  as  refuse  vehicles 
were  concerned,  vehicles  were  obtained  from  Messrs.  Shelvoke  & 
Drewry  in  24  hours,  together  with  ample  quantities  of  disinfectants, 
chloride  of  lime,  etc.  Notices  were  printed  and  posted  on  2nd 
February,  warning  the  residents  that  all  water  should  be  boiled. 
All  shops  handling  food  and  drink  were  posted  with  notices, 
mainly  by  boat,  that  no  stocks  were  to  be  touched  until  examin- 
ation by  the  Public  Health  Department. 

Then  followed  the  collection  of  drowned  animals  ; these  were 
found  In  most  unexpected  places,  having  been  swept  away  by  the 
flood  waters. 


Pigs  ... 

65 

Chickens 

...  369 

Dogs  ... 

16 

Cats  . . . 

45 

Ducks 

27 

Rats  ... 

...  187 

708 

These  were  burled  in  pits  which  were  dug  at  the  Old  Hangings 
Tip,  and  treated  with  chloride  of  lime. 

High  Pressure  agricultural  spraying  machines  were  brought 
into  operation  and  the  whole  of  the  area  which  had  been  sub- 
merged was  sprayed  with  a strong  solution  of  disinfectant. 

All  cellars  had  to  be  pumped  out  and  disinfected  and  in  the 
case  of  property  wherein  there  were  no  cellars  small  openings 
were  cut  in  the  floors  and  chloride  of  lime  was  introduced. 
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Disinfectants  were  made  available  by  placing  drums  of  disin- 
fectants in  the  streets  which  had  suffered  submersion  to  enable 
house-holders  to  properly  disinfect  all  articles  which  they  were  able 
to  salvage. 

When  it  is  considered  that  the  whole  of  the  submerged  area 
including  the  insides  and  contents  of  all  the  properties  was  com- 
pletely covered  with  highly  polluted  slime,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  strong  measures  taken  to  disinfect  the  area  prevented 
wide  spread  Illness  from  arising. 

While  this  work  was  going  on,  detailed  inspection  was  carried 
out  of  all  properties  which  had  been  submerged,  this  Department 
was  assisted  in  this  work  by  the  following  Sanitary  Inspectors  : — 


Mr.  C.  Organ 
Mr.  W.  R.  Gage 

Mr.  B.  Turner 
Mr.  D.  G.  Davis 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Braintree 
Assist.  ,, 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors 
Colchester 


Mr.  H.  Gardiner 
Mr.  R.  P.  May 
Mr.  J.  Ward 

Mr.  Neild  • 

Mr.  W.  L.  C.  Proud 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Dunmow 
Assist.  ,,  ,, 

Assist.  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Chelf  Sanitary  Inspector,  Halstead 
Assist.  ,, 


4.  The  Utility  Services. 

1.  WATER  SUPPLY 

This  was  in  many  cases  disrupted  and  until  a survey  could  be 
carried  out  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  damage  to  mains,  and  the 
risk  of  contamination  from  sewage,  the  water  supply  to  the 
Bathside  Area  was  cut  off.  Repeated  instructions  were  issued  that 
all  water  for  drinking  should  first  be  boiled.  The  condition  of 
mains  was  found  to  be  such  that  a new  installation  was  put  into 
the  whole  of  the  Bathside  Area. 

Repeated  sampling  was  carried  out,  but  fortunately  there  was 
no  indication  of  the  presence  of  infective  organisms. 

2.  ELECTRICITY 


It  was  possible  to  provide  a restricted  supply  to  portions  of 
the  area  within  4 or  5 days.  In  many  houses,  however,  complete 
re-wiring  was  found  to  be  necessary. 
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3.  GAS 


The  retorts  were  damaged,  so  that  the  entire  town  was  with- 
out for  some  days.  Complete  restoration  (except  to  the  badly 
damaged  part  of  the  town)  was  effected  by  February  7th. 

5.  Accommodation  of  the  Homeless. 

fa)  A proportion  of  those  whose  homes  were  flooded  were 
able  to  go  to  relations  either  In  other  parts  of  the  Borough  and 
away  from  Harwich.  Many  others  were  accommodated  for  a short 
time  with  willing  members  of  the  Community  who  had  vacant 
rooms,  but  for  a number,  particularly  the  larger  families,  the  army 
huts,  made  available  at  the  Embarkation  Establishment,  provided 
their  only  home  for  several  weeks.  Through  the  assistance  of  the 
County  Welfare  Department,  much  was  done  to  improve  the  living 
conditions  of  the  sufferers.  Catering  was  carried  out  by  military 
authorities  for  the  first  week  or  so,  when  the  School  Meals  Service 
took  over  the  responsibilities. 

Representatives  of  the  Save  the  Children  Fund  offered  to  run 
a children’s  play-room — an  offer  which  was  gladly  accepted,  as  It 
helped  to  ease  the  lot  of  some  of  the  mothers. 

One  of  the  huts  was  converted  into  a Sick  Bay,  where  it  was 
possible  to  deal  with  minor  disabilities.  This  was  in  the  charge  of 
Nursing  Members  of  the  County  Health  Department — Health 
Visitors,  School  ’Buses,  and  District  ’Buses, — ably  assisted  by  mem- 
bers of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Association. 

The  Embarkation  Establishment  was  in  use  for  104  days— i.e. 
until  15th  May,  1953. 

(b)  Where  the  damage  to  houses  was  not  serious,  it  was 
possible  for  victims  to  return  to  their  own  homes  after  suitable 
First  Aid  Repairs  had  been  carried  out.  In  some  cases,  however, 
the  damage  was  so  severe  that  other  permanent  accommodation 
had  to  be  provided.  Furthermore,  in  many  of  the  houses  in 
Bathside  it  was  decided  that  it  would  be  inadvisable  to  reoccupy 
the  basement  rooms.  This  led  to  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
families  in  need  of  immediate  rehousing.  Some  empty  properties 
were  acquired  by  the  Council,  and  nine  families  were  accommodated 
in  Hutments  loaned  by  the  Tendring  R.D.C.  As  the  number 
benefited  in  this  way  was  small,  some  alternative  had  to  be  devised. 


30 


and  the  Council  decided  to  purchase  a number  of  caravans.  These 
were  sited  on  Harwich  Green  and  on  the  Barrack  Field  (the  latter 
by  permission  of  the  Army  Authorities).  108  caravans  were  ac- 
quired and  were  in  occupation  from  18th  April,  1953,  until  18th 
December,  1954. 

To  alleviate  the  housing  situation  of  the  families  displaced  by 
the  flooding  the  following  temporary  accommodation  was  provided  : 

108  caravans. 

7 Hutments  loaned  by  the  Tendring  Rural  District  Council  at 

Ramsey  Road,  in  which  were  housed  9 families. 

2 old  Public  Houses  at  George  Street,  Harwich,  which  housed 

3 families. 

Naval  House,  King’s  Quay  Street,  Harwich,  which  housed  3 

families. 

(c)  Meanwhile  the  task  of  Housing  Repairs  was  undertaken. 

i The  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  produced  schedules 
! of  First  Aid  Repairs  for  all  properties  which  had  been  subject  to 
flooding. 

i With  regard  to  the  re-occupation  of  the  Bathside  Area,  it  was 
; not  until  25th  May,  1953,  that  it  was  possible  for  any  of  the  severely 
; damaged  houses  to  be  re-occupied  and  then  only  In  a restricted 
• manner,  I.e.  top  floors  only.  To  make  the  position  a little  more 
i tenable  for  the  occupiers.  In  most  cases  a sink  and  cooking  arrange- 
j ments,  either  by  gas  or  electricity  were  provided  on  the  first  floor. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  the  area  subject  to  serious  flooding 
' all  plaster  which  had  been  totally  submerged  was  removed  from 
' the  walls  and  ceilings  and  in  the  case  of  properties  wherein  there 
: have  been  no  site  concrete,  the  existing  wooden  floors  were  taken 
: up  and  the  area  therein  consolidated  with  rubble  and  surface 
concrete  and  provided  with  a vertical  damp  course  where  the 
concrete  abutted  the  Internal  walls.  In  many  cases  the  level  of  the 
concrete,  instead  of  being  left  at  such  a level  as  to  enable  the  floor 
to  be  finished  with  timber  or  tiling,  was  finished  off  in  Colourcrete 
to  the  level  of  the  old  floor  previously  existing. 

It  was  further  recommended  that  the  treatment  of  walls  should 
be  that  of  battening  and  plaster  board  instead  of  direct  application 
of  plaster  to  the  walls.  In  the  few  cases  where  this  was  carried 
out  the  result  has  been  entirely  satisfactory,  but  In  such  cases  as 
as  where  the  plaster  was  put  back  directly  on  to  the  wall  there  has 
not  been  100%  success. 
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This  unprecedented  task  was  not  possible  without  numerous 
meetings  and  consultations  between  the  Master  Builders,  the 
Assessors  and  Council  Officials.  In  general  a commendable  degree 
of  co-ordination  and  co-operation  was  experienced,  though  on  one 
or  two  occasions,  a definite  difference  of  opinion  as  to  policy  occured. 

In  general  the  method  followed  was  to  carry  out  “ First  Aid 
Repairs” — such  as  was  necessary  to  make  property  ‘‘barely 
habitable”  and  protected  against  wind  and  weather.  At  a later 
date  permanent  repairs  were  authorised. 

Bathside  Drainage. 

The  sewers  In  this  area  withstood  damage  by  flood  but  the 
drainage  to  properties  in  many  instances  had  to  be  relaid,  including 
the  re-erection  of  external  W.C’s. 

Mention  must  be  made  to  two  magnificent  gifts  to  the  town. 
The  Canadian  Government  sent  6 Standards  of  Timber  which  was 
utilised  on  the  execution  of  repairs  to  the  damaged  property. 
From  Norway  came  a most  acceptable  present  of  20  Timber 
Houses.  These  were  erected  by  local  labour,  12  in  Harwich  and 
8 in  Dovercourt,  the  site  of  the  latter  being  appropriately  named 
Norway  Crescent. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  enumerate  the  meetings  which  took 
place  between  the  members  of  the  Council,  the  builders,  the 
Assessors  and  the  Council  Officials.  Countless  problems  arose 
almost  daily,  necessitating  constant  and  patient  attention. 

6.  Assistance  during  the  time  of  calamity. 

It  Is  quite  impossible  to  give  a comprehensive  list  of  all  who 
unstintingly  gave  help  to  the  afflicted  in  their  time  of  need.  Many 
offers  of  help  in  an  official  capacity  were  received  and  welcomed. 
Others  while  serving  In  the  employ  of  one  or  other  of  the  official 
bodies  gave  help  far  beyond  their  legitimate  hours  of  duty.  Others 
again  gave  valuable  help  through  the  voluntary  organisations. 
Finally  there  were  many  who,  acting  as  ‘‘good  neighbours”  saw  a 
job  to  do,  and  did  it. 

Mention  must  be  made  to  countless  gifts,  money  and  in  kind, 
which  were  received  from  all  corners  of  the  globe.  |f  | 

The  following  list  Is  an  attempt — of  necessity  far  from  complet^ 
— of  those  who  gave  valuable  help  : — {j 
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Trinity  House. 

Armed  Services — Royal  Navy,  Shotley. 

Army  Engineers,  Embarkation  Establishment. 
Air  Force,  Fellxstov^e. 

National  Fire  Service. 

Ambulance  Services  and  Volunteer  Cars. 

Woman’s  Voluntary  Service — at  Clearing  Station,  reclothing, 
refurnishing,  the  victims. 

B.R.C.S. — at  Clearing  Station. 

S.J.A.B. — Embarkation  Establishment,  Hospital  Nursing  Reserve 
— at  hospital. 

Save  the  Children  Fund. 

Civil  Defence  Volunteers. 

Special  Branch — Clerical  Work. 

Salvation  Army — meals  to  rescue  parties  and  to  rescued. 

School  Meal  Service. 

Staffs  of  the  building  services  v/ho  undertook  extraordinary 
duties. 


Financial  Aspect. 

Paid  by  Government  for  First  Aid  Repairs 

£100,000 

Paid  by  Lord  Mayor’s  Fund 

Paid  by  Lord  Mayor’s  Fund  to  Builders 

£176,000 

£15,420 

Free  Gift  of  Timber 

£10,000 

£302,120 

8.  Prevention  of  future  Flooding. 

1.  SEA  WALL. 

Extensive  flood  prevention  walling  has  since  been  carried  out 
by  the  Essex  River  Catchment  Board  on  the  river  and  sea  side  of 
the  Borough. 

2.  PUMPING  STATION, 

The  Fernlea  Road  Pumping  Station  is  to  be  modernised  in  the 
near  future  and  constructed  in  such  a manner  as  to  be  unaffected 
by  any  future  flooding. 
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ADDENDUM 


BOROUGH  OF  HARWICH 


REPORT  ON  THE  SURVEY  OF  FLOOD  DAMAGE  TO 
BATHSIDE,  HARWICH 


The  area  of  Harwich  known  as  Bathside  is  bounded  on  the 
north  side  by  Stour  Road,  from  the  footbridge  at  the  western  end 
adjacent  to  Dovercourt  Station  to  the  railway  crossing  giving  access 
to  George  Street,  Harwich,  and  bounded  on  the  south  side  by  the 
railway  from  the  Train  Ferry  Pier,  Harwich,  to  Dovercourt  Station. 

Within  this  area  there  are  277  properties,  237  of  which  were 
inhabited.  Included  in  this  number  are: — I Public  House; 

2 Butchers’  Shops  ; 2 Fried-fish  Businesses  ; 4 General  Shops  (one 
of  which  is  a sub-Post  Office);  Gas  Works  Retorts  and  Gas  Holders; 

I Factory  producing  Potato  Crisps;  I Undertaker’s  Garage  and  Rest 
Chapel;  I Primary  School ; I Marine  Store  Dealer’s  Yard  and  Stores; 

I Coal  Merchant — Stores  and  Yard;  I Pig-keeper  and  three  dis-used 
Slaughter  Houses  ; I Builder’s  Yard  and  Stores  and  I Garage  and 
Store;  Stables  and  other  miscellaneous  stores. 

All  levels  to  Liverpool  Datum. 

Datum  of  high  water  after  the  flood  was  I5‘53ft. 

Ground  level  in  this  area  varies  between  I3*6lft.  and  2-8lft. 

In  general  practically  every  property  in  this  area  has  basement 
accommodation  both  front  and  back. 

The  majority  of  the  property  in  our  opinion  is  between  60  and 
75  years  old,  with  the  exception  of  a few  properties  of  which  we  , 
are  of  the  opinion  were  possibly  erected  after  the  flooding  of  1897, 
as  for  example  Nos.  I to  9,  Coke  Street  (inclusive)  where  no 
attempt  has  been  made  to  use  the  basements  as  living  accom- 
modation. 

Total  rateable  value  of  the  property  in  this  area  is  £3029. 

The  other  point  at  the  moment  is  that  we  cannot  give  total 
figures  of  the  number  of  persons  occupying  this  area  at  the  time  • 
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of  the  flood.  It  is  estimated  at  948  persons,  but  are  of  the  opinion 
that  every  step  should  be  taken  to  ascertain  this  figure. 

In  the  past  26  years  this  area  has  been  subject  to  slight  flood- 
ing, due  to  the  carrying  away  of  the  mud  wall  protecting  the 
Railway  Company’s  land  immediately  to  the  north  of  Stour  Road, 
caused  by  spillage  over  Stour  Road  at  excessive  high  waters.  These 
were  always  accompanied  by  strong  to  gale  force  winds  from  the 
north-west  and  in  the  main  amounted  to  only  a few  inches  of 
flooding  in  the  low-lying  properties.  This,  together  with  inherent 
defects  in  the  buildings,  and  increased  height  of  sub-soil  water 
level,  due  to  encroachment  by  the  sea,  had  been  the  cause  of 
dampness  In  these  basement  rooms  during  the  whole  of  this  period. 

The  action  of  the  flood  was  as  follows  : — 

The  initial  flooding  was  of  a steady  nature,  filling  up  this  area 
and  was  followed  later  by  serious  wave  action  twice  within  a very 
short  space  of  time,  and  it  was  after  the  second  wave  that  serious 
flooding  took  place  to  the  south  of  the  railway  line.  This  was 
also  followed  by  very  serious  Infiltration  of  the  sea  throughout  the 
subsoil,  which  came  to  light  when  the  flood  level  lowered  to  the 
point  of  allowing  the  sewers  to  take  charge  of  flood  waters. 


Houses  which  should  be  considered  for  demolition. 


In  respect  of  Nos.  10,  12,  14,  16,  18,  20,  and  22,  Ingestre 
Street,  and  Nos.  I,  3,  5,  7,  and  9,  Talbot  Street,  in  view  of  the 
excessive  damage  which  this  area  has  suffered  we  are  of  the  opinion 
that  it  is  uneconomical  to  repair  these  properties,  and  means  for 
their  replacement  should  receive  urgent  consideration. 


2,  4,  6 and  8,  ingestre  Street. 

15,  17  and  19,  Alexandra  Street. 

2,  4,  6,  8 and  10,  Alexandra  Street. 
6,  8 and  10,  Albert  Street. 

22,  24  and  26.  Vansittart  Street. 

45,  Stour  Road. 

19  and  20,  Coke  Street. 

10,  Coke  Street. 

45,  Albermarle  Street. 

I Stour  Road. 
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Repairable  Houses. 

59-69,  Ingestre  Street. 

5,  Ingestre  Street  and  the  Fish  Shop  occupied  by  Good. 

3,  5,  7,  9 and  i I,  Alexandra  Street. 

20,  22,  24  and  26,  Albert  Street  (22  and  24  converted  into  one 

dwelling). 

4,  6,  8,  10,  12,  14,  16,  18,  20,  22  and  24,  Canning  Street  (12  and 

14,  Canning  Street — conversion  ?) 

1-69,  Albert  Street. 

1- 29,  Maria  Street. 

2- 34,  Maria  Street. 

1-29,  Vansittart  Street — Repairable  (but  still  possibly  sub- 
standard after  that). 

4,  6,  8 and  10,  Maria  Street. 

47-59,  Stour  Road. 

4 and  6,  Albemarle  Street. 

15,  16,  17  and  18,  Coke  Street. 

33-39,  Stour  Road. 

II,  12,  13  and  14,  Coke  Street. 

1- 9,  Coke  Street  and  Albemarle  Street  Post  Office. 

35,  37,  39,  43  to  51,  Albemarle  Street. 

I,  3,  5,  7,  9,  II,  13,  15  and  17,  Pepy’s  Street. 

2- 14,  Pepy’s  Street. 

I,  Albemarle  Street. 

During  the  survey  an  impression  was  gained  from  the  tenants 
that  many  were  loth  to  re-occupy  the  basements,  and  in  some 
cases  the  experiences  they  had  undergone  were  sufficient  to 
prevent  them  ever  desiring  to  occupy  the  house  again. 

Basements. 

The  area  contains  many  basement  rooms  used  as  kitchens  and 
living  rooms,  which  have  suffered  the  most  severe  damage  through 
the  floods  and  are  inherently  damp.  For  these  reasons  we 
consider  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  prevent  them  being  used 
for  living  accommodation,  and  to  this  end  we  suggest  that  washing 
and  bathing  facilities  and  lavatory  accommodation  to  replace  the 
damaged  out-buildings,  might  be  incorporated  within  the  rear 
room.  The  front  basement,  we  feel,  should  be  bricked  off 
permanently  preclude  their  use  with  adequate  safe-guards  for 
ventilation  and  dry  rot.  In  cases  it  may  be  necessary  to  have 
regard  to  the  superstructure  before  this  is  carried  out. 
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The  abolition  of  basements  will,  in  certain  cases,  so  reduce  the 
accommodation  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  consider  the  con- 
jversion  of  two  houses  into  one. 

If  these  recommendations  are  implemented  It  will  so  reduce 
the  living  accommodation  in  the  area,  which,  together  with  the 
J37  houses  to  be  demolished,  it  will  be  necessary  to  erect  100 
lunits  of  housing  accommodation  which  we  strongly  feel  could  be 
sited  on  the  areas  between  Stour  Road— Ingestre  Street— Talbot 
Street  and  Stour  Road— Talbot  Street— Ingestre  Street— Alexandra 
Street,  after  these  sites  have  been  cleared,  filled  and  levelled. 

In  order  that  the  number  of  living  units  in  the  area  is  not 
permanently  reduced,  we  would  suggest  that  consideration  be 
given  to  the  construction  of  three-storeyed  flats  on  suitable  pile 
foundations  in  the  re-development  of  these  two  areas. 

Since  this  report  has  been  framed,  the  Engineer  of  the  Tendring 
Hundred  Water  Company  reports  very  heavy  water  loss  In  this 
area,  amounting  to  15,000  gallons  per  24  hours,  and  since  this  Is  a 
serious  loss  and  this  water  Is  not  finding  its  way  into  the  drainage 
system.  It  Is  imperative  that  the  whole  of  the  supply  to  this  area 
be  cut  off,  as  under  the  present  circumstances  such  a loss  can  only 
^dd  to  sub-soil  damage. 


(Signed)  A.  E.  PRICE, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

9th  March,  1953. 
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APPENDIX  M 


EXTRACTS  FROM  CENSUS  REPORT.  1951 


Housing  in  Local  Authority  Areas. 


Apart  from  the  county  town  of  Chelmsford,  with  9%  of 
sharing  households,  and  the  three  coastal  towns  of  Southend-on- 
Sea,  Harwich,  Clacton-on-Sea,  with  25,  17  and  10%  respectively, 
no  area  beyond  the  dormitory  fringe  contained  more  than  very 
small  proportions  of  households  sharing  dwellings.  A character- 
istic of  the  coastal  towns,  with  the  exception  of  Southend-on-Sea, 
is  their  comparatively  small  average  size  of  household. 


Table  L.  Housing  of  Private  Households  Essex  (A.C.  with  associated  C.Bs.)  County  Boroughs, 

Municipal  Borought,  Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 
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TABLE  T. — Social  Class  Distribution. 


England  and  Wales,  Essex  (A.C.  with  associated  C.Bs.) 


Proportion  per  1,000 
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TABLE  3. — Acreage,  Population,  Private  Housholds  and  Dwellings 
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TABLE  7. — Parliamentary  Constiuencies  showing  ESSEX 

Acreage,  Population,  and  Electors 
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TABLE  8.— PARLIAMENTARY  CONSTITUENCIES  show- 
ing CONSTITUTION  by  Local  Government 
Areas 


ESSEX 


PARLIAMENTARY 

CONSTITUENCY 

CONSTITUTION 

Harwich 

Harwich  M.B.  ; Brightlingsea,  Clacton, 
Frinton  and  Walton,  Wivenhoe  U.Ds.; 

Tendring  R.D. 

TABLE  9.— PETTY  SESSIONAL  DIVISIONS  and  Boroughs 
having  separate  Commissions  of  the  Peace, 
showing  Acreage,  Population  and  Constitution 
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TABLE  14 — Private  Households  according  to  possession  of  certain  Household  Arrangements 
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TABLE  16 — Population  in  Non-Private  Households  Administrative  County,  County  Boroughs. 

by  Habitations  Municipal  Boroughs,  Urban  and  Rural 

Districts  and  New  Towns 
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Table  17— Institutions  and  Special  Premises.  Number,  Total 
Population  and  Inmates 


Administrative  County,  County  Boroughs,  Municipal  Boroughs, 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts  and  New  Towns 


Number 

Total  Population 

Inmates  only 

of  Insti- 
tutions 

Per- 

sons 

Males 

Fe- 

males 

Per- 

sons 

Males 

Fe- 

males 

ESSEX  (A.C.  with  associ- 
ated C.Bs.) 

512 

38775 

17616 

21159 

28632 

12984 

15648 

1.  Children’s  Homes  and 
Hostels 

Harwich  M.B. 

1 

49 

49 

40 

40 

3.  Hospitals,  Sanatoria, 
etc.  (National  Health 
Service  including 

Ministry  of  Pensions 
hospitals) 

Harwich  M.B. 

1 

29 

' 10 

1 19 

i 

1 

26 

10 

16 

12.  Police  Stations,  etc. 
Harwich  M.B. 

1 

9 

• 3 

6 

— 

— 

— 

13.  Ships  (not  naval) 
Harwich  M.B. 

20 

124  124  — 

— 
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Table  22— AGES  (quinary)  and  MARITAL  CONDITION 


Harwich  M.B. 

Total  Population  Married  only 

Males  I Females  Males  | Females 


Total  : 

Marital  Condition  : 
Single 
Married 
Widowed 
Divorced 

Age  last  birthday  : 
0—4 
5—9 
10—14 
15—19 
20—24 

25—29 

30—34 

35—39 

40—44 

45—49 

50—54 

55—59 

60—64 

65—69 

70—74 

75—79 
80—84 
85—89 
90—94 
95  & over 


3504 

1249 

3614 

3426 

225 

708 

26 

30 

597 

575 

477 

535 

435 

416 

735 

415 

873 

457 

637 

469 

571 

476 

449 

482 

485 

462 

464 

446 

399 

446 

372 

376 

259 

3ii 

278 

325 

167 

254 

99 

137 

54 

74 

14 

36 

1 

7 

3 

1 

3614  3426 


12 

23 

195 

266 

420 

402 

472 

431 

381 

406 

417 

387 

408 

372 

352 

350 

324 

284 

213 

184 

216 

169 

117 

93 

60 

41 

20 

15 

6 

2 

I 


7369 


6700 


3614 


3426 
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BOROUGH  OF  HARWICH 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


T 


■i 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1954 


TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE 
BOROUGH  OF  HARWICH 


Mrs.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Annual  Report  for  1954  Is  herewith  presented,  drawn  up 
in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  28/54. 

^ In  view  of  the  delayed  presentation  of  the  Report  for  1953, 
and  also  the  fact  that  the  1955  Report  will  be  more  comprehensive. 
It  has  been  felt  desirable  to  make  this  report  as  brief  as  possible. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  record  the  help  given  by  Members 
of  the  Council,  and  also  the  assistance  from  the  Area  Health 
Committee,  the  Hospital  Board  and  similar  bodies.  Likewise  I 
wish  to  place  on  record  the  help  and  co-operation  of  the  Officials 
of  the  Borough,  and  the  continued  loyal  support  of  each  of  the 
members  of  the  Health  Department. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  ROLAND  HETHERINGTON,  . 
/Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
Town  Hall.  HARWICH. 
1955. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  1954 


SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

AREA 


The  area  of  the  Borough  is  1,512  acres. 

The  Population  (census  1951)  was  14,069 
Estimated  (mid  1954)  ...  15,250 

Rateable  Value,  £93,401 
Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate,  £350  I 

1.  LIVE  BIRTH  RATE 

Live  births,  legitimate 
>>  M illegitimate  ... 

Total  live  births 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Corrected  birth  rate 

(Comparability  Factor  1*09) 

The  birth  rate  is  higher  than  for  the  past  few  years  and  is 
distinctly  above  the  average  rate  for  the  county. 

2.  STILL  BIRTHS  AND  INFANT  MORTALITY 

M F Total 

Still  births  I 12 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  0-13 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  births  8-4 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  ...  4 I 5 

Death  rate  of.  infants  under  one 

year  per  1,000  live  births  ...  21*18 

Both  the  still  birth  rate  and  the  infant  mortality  rate  may  be 
considered  as  satisfactory  compared  with  National  and  County 
figures. 


3s.  5d. 


M 

F 

Total 

115 

115 

230 

1 

5 

6 

116 

120 

236 

15*48 

16*87 
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